The Most Certain Thing in Life
Ecclesiastes 9:1-18
Introduction:

Woody Allen – “I’m not afraid of dying, I just don’t want to be there when it happens.”
In Ecclesiastes Solomon deals with realism. That means he deals with death. He has been talking about a meaningless life. Now he talks about getting to the end of that life and facing a meaningless death.
I. Death: Deal With It – 9:1-10

In verses 1-10 Solomon confronts the reality of death and talks about what our response to death should be. 

A. The Reality of Death – 9:1-2 

Italian Proverb:

“When the chess game is over the pawns, the rooks, the kings, the queens all go back into the same box.”

Hebrews 9:27 

“And as it is appointed for men to die once, ﻿﻿but after this the judgment”
But we don’t like to talk about it.

We use euphemisms: “Passed away” or “past”  “passed on”; Promoted to heaven – in a better place – enjoying their rest.
Johnny Carson – Head of the Thesaurus Company died. He added some like:

Kicked the bucket

Bought the farm

Pushing up daisies 

Cashing in his chips

Biting the dust

Croaked 

Many people are uncomfortable at funerals. It may be because a funeral is proof that we cannot escape ultimate reality.

B. The Response to Death – 9:3-10

How shall we respond to death?

Solomon gives us 2 things not to do and 1 thing to do, when it comes to responding to death.

1. Don’t Deny it – 9:3
It won’t happen to me.
I won’t think about it.

One event happens to the righteous and the wicked; to the ﻿﻿good, the clean, and the unclean; to him who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. As is the good, so is the sinner; He who takes an oath as he who fears an oath. This is an evil in all that is done under the sun: that one thing happens to all. 
The last time I checked, everyone is included. Chances are 100%.
Maybe if we ignore it, it will go away
2. Don’t Ignore It – 9:4-6

We can hope that it will go away. Where there is life there is hope. For a living dog is better than a dead lion.
A live despised animal is better than a dead King of beasts. Hope is good, but it is only as good as its object.

Hope in Christ, Who has conquered death, does not ignore death. It acknowledges that death is real, but the resurrection of Christ guarantees our resurrection.


V5. The dead know nothing.




i.e. they have no consciousness.




(remember: under the sun)

Their passions are stilled, but ours aren’t, we can still enjoy life – and we should


3. Do Embrace It – 9:7-10 - [A recipe for enjoying life]
 Not like some people, “I’m going to die someday, might as well get started.



Solomon says, “No! enjoy life.”

a. Eat every meal like you’re at a banquet -7
“Go, ﻿﻿eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart; for God has already accepted your works.”
Sounds like Proverbs 15:17
“Better is a dinner of ﻿﻿herbs where love is, than a fatted calf with hatred. 

Mealtime is supposed to be fellowship time.

Family together - No TV - No grab it and run.

It’s not what is on the table but what you bring to the table.

“Fast food is contrary to Solomon’s idea. Meals are an extended event of socializing and fellowship.

b. Celebrate every day like you’re at a party – 9:8
 “This is the day the Lord has made,…”


Let your garments always be white, and let your head lack no oil. 
Putting on white garments and oil on your head were preparations for a party or celebration.
Do this every day, not just when there is a wedding or birthday, etc.

This rejoicing found it’s way into the N.T.:
Phil. 4.4﻿ 
“﻿﻿Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 

I Thess. 5:16 Shortest verse in the N.T.
“Rejoice always” (13 letters) [Πάντοτε χαίρετε, (14 letters)]
John 11:35 “Jesus wept” (9 letters) [ἐδάκρυσεν ὁ Ἰησοῦς (16 letters)]
Don’t become pre-occupied with death. Life is a celebration of the goodness of God

c. Enjoy every day of your marriage like you’re on your honeymoon. – 9:9
﻿﻿﻿
Live joyfully with the wife whom you love all the days of your fleeting life which He has given you under the sun, all your days of vanity; ﻿﻿for that is your portion in life, and in the labor which you perform under the sun. 

Solomon had violated his own marriage vows.

So (at the end of his miserable life) he is passing on what he has learned the hard way, so that we can escape the trap.

d.  Go to work every day like it’s your last day to work. – 9:10
A man at 50 has worked 56,000 hours. How many of those hours have been lived for Christ? Should be all of them.

One poet wrote: I was brought up in a Christian environment where, because God had to be given preeminence, nothing else could be important. I have broken through to the position that because God exists, everything is important.
Then, our workplace is sacred. Worship and work are blended together as we do our work heartily “as unto the Lord” Col. 3:23.

That will transform our lives from dullness and drudgery to joy, anticipation and expectation.

Remember Ecclesiastes 5:20

﻿“For he will not dwell unduly on the days of his life, because God keeps him busy with the joy of his heart. 

Do you worry about death and dying?

God wants your attention to be focused on the joy of living, not on the certainty of dying.

Death is not a danger to be avoided, But a doorway to be entered
II. Life: Live with it. – 9:11-18
A. In This Life the Best Man Is not always Rewarded – 9:11-12
Leo Durocher – said, “Nice guys finish last”

Solomon seems to be saying the same thing.

The race is not to the swift, 

Nor the battle to the strong, 

Nor bread to the wise, 

Nor riches to men of understanding, 

Nor favor to men of skill; 

But time and ﻿﻿chance happen to them all. 

For ﻿﻿man also does not know his time: 

Like fish taken in a cruel net, 

Like birds caught in a snare, 

So the sons of men are ﻿﻿snared in an evil time, 

When it falls suddenly upon them. 

As he has said before, “Life isn’t fair”
Sometimes we do our best and come in last.
We need to learn this lesson ourselves and teach it to our children and grand-children.
Otherwise, we (and they) will fall into despair when things don’t go the way we expect. 
It is true Biblically:

Who was Biggest man in the Bible? Goliath 



Killed by a teenager with a sling.


Who was wealthiest man in the Bible? Solomon



He ruined his life with poor choices.


Who was Fastest man in the Bible? Azahel
Caught up with Abner and was killed.

Who was most handsome man in the Bible?
Absalom

His hair got caught in a tree and he was killed.

Who was strongest man in the Bible? Samson

Was tricked by a woman and captured.

The race does not always go to the strongest, fastest, most handsome, wealthiest, or biggest.

Pursue life with everything you have, but be a realist. Sometimes the best person isn’t always rewarded in this life

B. In This Life the Good Man Is not Always Remembered – 9:13-18

Solomon tells a story that he had observed:

This wisdom I have also seen under the sun, and it seemed great to me: ﻿There was a little city with few men in it; and a great king came against it, besieged it, and built great ﻿﻿snares around it. Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city. Yet no one remembered that same poor man. The evil king who threatened the city got more attention than the man who saved the city.

Has that happened to you?

 You had a terrific idea, you showed it to your boss, he showed it to his boss AS HIS IDEA.
And he got a promotion and raise.
It happens. That is painful to say the least.

But it is consistent with the way life is: Unfair, unpredictable, disappointing, below expectations.
Sometimes, thank God, not always. But it’s that way often enough that we need to be realists and plan on it and not be bowled over by it.
Conclusion:

Just prior to the three worst days in the history of the world, Jesus gave His disciples something to hang on to: He said:
John14:1-3
“Let ﻿﻿not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many ﻿﻿mansions; if it were not so, ﻿﻿I would have told you. ﻿﻿I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, ﻿﻿I will come again and receive you to Myself; that ﻿﻿where I am, there you may be also”.
Death will be defeated and all unfairness will be gone forever. 
Let us focus on life, not on death or disappointment.

Life is a good gift from God who sees every good work and rewards them accordingly.

